LAND PROTECTION UPDATES

Landowner Perspective:
Ken Davis

Ken Davis bought this property in 1991 after
several years of service as a park ranger.

He and his wife settled in the area to teach
at Lees-McCrae College. His motivation in
purchasing the property was driven by a
love of parks, and the couple have worked
to reestablish native species on the property
to allow it to return to its natural state.

“I decided to donate the land because SAHC
represents a trans-generational effort by
courageous people who love the land as
much as | do and use the best conservation
science they can muster to arrest the

B 1G Ro CK C REEK destruction of magnificent places of refuge;’

says Ken.

Inspired by our conservation work in the Highlands of Roan,
landowner Ken Davis recently donated 47 acres to SAHC. The history, wilderness has been a most

property adjoins Pisgah National Forest and our Big Rock Creek  froctive refuge. Though some of the land
preserve, which we purchased in 2014, thus filling an important i, this area of the Southern Appalachians

“As has been illustrated many times in

gap in the protected landscape. is suitable for farming and other activities, |
believe the best use for much of it is what it

Visible from the Appalachian montane pine forest. once was — wilderness. Due to the loss of
Trail, the tract contains important  pe property contains a portion many species, such as the chestnut, it can
forest habitat and headwater of Dave Branch stream and a never be exactly the same, but some of it
resources. headwater stream for Big Rock can become once more a sublime refuge.
Forest types include Appalachian ~ Creek, which flows into the North When asked what the steep, “unbuildable”
hemlock hardwood forest, Toe River. These waterways are land is good for, | often reply that it is good
Appalachian oak forest, designated Wild Trout Streams by~ for howling wilderness:
and southern Appalachian the NC Division of Water Quality. | hope that our donation will provide a

Fred and Alice one-inch increment of the thousand-mile

Stanback made journey to return to wilderness in the

a generous Southern Appalachians.”
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and long-term
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